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e _The Metaphor of the Tube for Communlcation
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titmice had learned the trick of getting a good
breakfast.

Vertebrates have an essential and unique capac-
ity: imitation. Exactly what imitation is in terms
of nervous physiology is not easy to say. But in
terms of behavior it is obvious. Because of this
phenomenon called imitation, what began as a be-
havior centered on some blue titmice expanded
rapidly. Imitation therefore permits a certain mode
of interaction to go beyond the ontogeny of one in-
dividual; it remains more or less invariant through
successive generations. If the chicks of the titmice
could not imitate, the habit of eating cream from
the bottles would have to be invented anew in
each generation.
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